Dog Splash Pad Buyer Checklist

Quick Start: Fail fast on material and structure — confirm water behavior — size by body length — check durability before buying.

A. Material Safety & Surface Risk

Material stability is the first decision gate. Splash pads fail primarily due to material breakdown under heat, water, and repeated
contact. Slick, sticky, or brittle surfaces trigger immediate avoidance even when the structure remains intact.

Item Acceptable Risk

PVC base Non-toxic PVC / composite PVC | Chemical exposure
Plasticizer Low migration Odor, stickiness
BPA / phthalates = Restricted / compliant Health risk

Heavy metals Within limits Long-term toxicity

UV stability UV-resistant formulation Cracking, fading

Surface Traction & Wet-Use Performance

Surface grip must remain consistent across dry, wet, and high-temperature states. Any tactile change under real use increases
hesitation risk.

Condition Expected Dog Reaction
Dry Matte, textured | Hesitation

Wet Grip maintained | Slipping

Paw load Stable, no glide | Loss of confidence
Edge contact | Rounded seam | Avoidance

Fail-Fast Indicators

Strong odor ¢ glossy surface when wet ¢ sticky feel after sun exposure « whitening, stiffening, or brittleness.

B. Water Behavior (Early Elimination Check)

Cooling effectiveness depends on predictability, not spray intensity. Sudden pressure changes, inward jets, or face-level splash
create stress responses and reduce voluntary use.

Factor Dog-Friendly Risk

Spray height Low / adjustable Startle response
Spray direction Outward Avoidance

Hole spacing Even Puddling

Flow consistency | Continuous refresh | Warm zones
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Structural Stability, Drainage & Sizing Logic

C. Structural Stability & Edge Behavior

Dogs step on edges, pivot suddenly, pause mid-use, and exit under water pressure. The pad must remain flat and predictable
under all real-use load scenarios.

Verification check: edge remains flat when stepped on ¢ no shifting during turns « surface stays level during entry and exit.

Area

Required Behavior

Failure Result

Overall body

Flat, non-inflatable

Collapse

Load spread

Even distribution

Local deformation

Perimeter edge | Reinforced Curling
Corners Stress-buffered Tearing
Hose connector | Reinforced base Leaks

Drainage & Hygiene Reality

Drainage directly affects hygiene and reuse frequency. Pads that trap water become odorous, slippery, and avoided regardless of

material quality.

Aspect

Recommended

Risk

Drain location

Lowest point

Standing water

Drain speed

Fast / even

Odor buildup

Surface porosity

Non-absorbent PVC

Bacterial growth

Drying speed

Quick surface dry

Mold risk

D. Functional Sizing Logic

Correct sizing is based on movement space, not weight alone. Turn radius, lying posture, and edge stepping frequency determine
functional safety.

Dog Weight | Body-Length Rule | Diameter
<20 Ibs >2x body length 40-60 in
20-50 Ibs 22.5x 60-70 in
50-90 Ibs 23x 70-90 in
90+ Ibs 23%x+ 90-100+ in
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Durability & Final Decision

Multi-Dog & High-Activity Adjustment

Increase diameter by 20-30% for multiple dogs or high-energy play to reduce edge stress and collision risk.

E. Durability Expectation & Final Filter

Factor Durable Pad Cheap Pad
Material thickness | =0.45 mm PVC <0.3 mm
Structure Reinforced, non-inflatable | Inflatable
UV resistance Tested Untested
Expected lifespan | Multi-season Short-term

Final Buy / No-Buy Check

Buy only if all are true: dog can turn without stepping on edge ¢ surface grip stable when wet ¢ structure stays flat under full weight
* spray gentle at normal pressure « pad drains fully without lifting.
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