DOG POOL BUYING & DESIGN CHECKLIST
EPN | Backyard / Retail / OEM Reference - Engineering-driven - Dense use guide

QUICK START (READ FIRST)

1. Define primary use (cooling / bathing / play). 2. Confirm dog size & count. 3. Decide structure (inflatable vs non-inflatable). 4. Verify material thickness &
rim stability. 5. Check drainage & cleaning workflow. 6. Match surface & storage constraints.

Failure Primary Cause Observed Result

Rim collapse Edge loading Dog avoids pool / tipping risk
Puncture Claw abrasion Leaks / early wear

Warping Heat / UV Loss of shape / wobble
Odor Poor drainage Low reuse / hygiene issues

DECISION MATRIX (CORE)

Your Situation Recommended Choice Why It Works

Large dog (60+ Ib) Non-inflatable + reinforced walls Handles rim pressure
Daily summer use Reinforced PVC 20.45 mm Multi-season durability
Bathing / muddy paws Smooth wall + bottom drain Fast cleaning

Multiple dogs Add 20-30% width Less bumping & tipping
Nervous / senior dogs Stable rim + anti-slip base Predictable feedback
Hard surface (patio) Rubber mat + anti-slip base Reduces sliding/abrasion

STRUCTURE & MATERIAL SNAPSHOT

Behavior note: dogs load the rim (front paws + lean + step-out). Inflatable walls compress under edge load; non-inflatable relies on material stiffness +
reinforced walls for stable feedback. For repeat use, prioritize reinforced PVC, anti-slip interior, and drainage that does not require lifting.

Factor Inflatable Non-inflatable (reinforced)
Edge load Compresses / shape changes Stays firm / predictable
Claw abrasion Low—Med High (with reinforcement)
Heat / UV Higher deformation risk Better shape retention
Daily routine Short-term Repeat use / multi-season
Material mm Claws Heat Use
Thin plastic <0.3 Low Poor Short-term
Vinyl 0.3-0.4 Med Med Light / 1 season
Reinforced PVC 0.45-0.6 High High Daily / multi-season
PVC blend 0.6+ V.High V.High Heavy use
SIZE + MAINTENANCE (FAST)
Dog Body length Pool width/diam.
Small 40-50 cm 100-120 cm
Medium 60-75 cm 120-150 cm
Large 80-95 cm 150-200 cm
Multi-dog — +20-30% width
After use Drain - hoserinse - remove hair
Weekly Inspect rim/seams; check base wear
Monthly Deep rinse; dry fully; store away from sharp edges

RED FLAGS + FINAL CHECKLIST

Red flags: rim collapses when pressed - thin fold lines - slick surface - no drain - strong odor - slides on concrete. Checklist: m Non-inflatable preferred - m
Reinforced PVC =0.45 mm - m Stable rim - m Anti-slip interior - m Wide shallow design - m Bottom drain - m Fold-flat storage.
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SETUP + SAFETY PROTOCOL (FIELD USE)

Use this page for daym 1 setup, safe sessions, and confidence building (pets + kids).

Surface & Placement Checklist

m Flat area (no sharp stones) - m Shade option nearby - m Hose access - m Drain direction planned -

Keep away from grills/tools - m Supervision zone clear.

Surface What to place under pool Why

Grass Optional tarp (clean yard) Reduces mud transfer
Concrete Rubber mat / outdoor rug Stops sliding + abrasion
Decking Outdoor rug + corner weights Protects boards, adds grip

Tile / indoor rinse

Non-slip mat

Prevents slipping

Safe Water Level (what works for dogs)

Dog type

Target water level

Why

First-time / nervous

Paws to lower legs

Confidence + stable footing

Everyday cooling

Lower legs to belly

Cooling without fatigue

Bathing

Low (easy control)

Less splashing, calmer dog

Puppies / seniors

Very shallow

Low strain, safer exit

Session Timing (hot weather routine)

Goal Typical session Stop if you see...

Cooling 10-20 min Heavy panting, slowing down
Play 5-15 min Overexcited jumping / slipping
Bathing 3-10 min Stress signals (tremble/escape)

Multiple sessions/day

Short repeats

Refuses entry / anxious

Confidence Building (first week)

Day What to do What to avoid

1 Let dog step in/out; treat near rim Forcing entry

2-3 Add shallow water; praise calm entry Deep water

4-7 Short routine sessions; rinse after Slippery soap buildup

Safety Notes (short and practical)

« Supervise at all times (even shallow water). « Use cool tap water only (no ice shock). ¢ Rinse soap fully to prevent slipping. * Ensure an easy exit path

(low rim access). « Keep nails trimmed to reduce abrasion. * Dry the pool fully before storage to reduce odor/mildew.

Troubleshooting (fast fixes)

Issue

Likely cause

Fix in 60 seconds

Pool slides

Hard surface + low friction

Add rubber mat / reduce water

Dog hesitant

Rim wobble or slippery base

Shallower water + towel dry base

Water splashes out

Too deep or excited play

Lower level; shorter sessions

Persistent odor

Not fully drained/dried

Deep rinse; sun-dry fully

m On concrete/deck: add rubber mat/outdoor rug - m




RETAIL + OEM QUICK SPEC & QC SHEET

Use this page for sourcing, comparison, and incoming inspection (retailers + OEM partners).

Spec Snapshot (fill-in template)

Item

Target / Notes

Your Product

Structure

Non-inflatable preferred for repeat use

Material

Reinforced PVC (=0.45 mm+), low odor

Size options

Match body length; multi-dog +20-30%

Base

Anti-slip texture / higher friction

Drainage

Bottom/low-point drain (no lifting)

Seams

Even, consistent width; no gaps

Accessories

Patch kit / instructions / carry strap (optional)

Incoming QC Checklist (10 points)

Check Pass criteria Result
Rim stability Does not fold under hand press ]
Base friction Does not slide easily on tile [ ]
Seams Even width; no visible gaps ]
Material feel No tacky surface; consistent thickness [ ]
Odor Low odor after unpacking [ ]
Drain cap Seals; opens smoothly; no leaks [ ]
Fold lines No whitening cracks after 10 folds [ ]
Surface texture Anti-slip feel wet [ ]
Print/labels Clear; no bleeding [ ]
Package set All items present; instructions included [ ]

Packaging & Storage Notes

Stage

Do this

Avoid

Before packing

Dry fully; wipe hair; close drain cap

Packing wet (odor/mildew)

Warehouse storage

Keep off sharp edges; moderate temp

Heat stacking in sun

Customer storage

Fold flat; store in bag/box

Tight crease on same line

Support / Claims Triage (what to ask first)

Customer report

Ask for

Likely resolution

Leak / puncture

Photos of area + seam; usage surface

Patch / replace

Pool collapse

Video of rim load; dog size

Explain edge load; replace

Slippery base

Surface type + mat used

Recommend mat; cleaning tips

Odor complaint

How stored/dried

Deep rinse; sun-dry guidance
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